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Morris Campus Student Association
University of Minnesota, Morris
Morris, Minnesota 56267
February 28, 2011
I.

Roll Call
a. Thoma called Forum to order at 6:05pm.
b. Granaas called roll. Representatives Earl, Fairbanks, Rook, Preston, and
Huerta were excused; Representatives Hanson, Sharma, Bergantine and
Gomez were absent.

II.

For Action: Approve Agenda
a. Motion by McBride
i. McBride motioned to remove “Alumni Room” as the location of
the meeting and replace the it to read “Imholte 109’; second by
Patterson.
ii. Motion carried.
b. Motion carried.

III.

For Action: Approve Minutes
a. McBride motioned to approve minutes from February 21 Forum ; second
by Stemper.
b. Motion carried.

IV.

President’s Remarks
a. Thanks to Representative Earl for taking minutes last week.
b. Tech Fee is March 25-26th as well as the 28th . Exact times for proposal
hearings will be determined after all proposals are submitted. Allocations
will take place during Forum on the 28th and Representatives are advised
to be prepared for a long Forum meeting.
c. There are currently no students on the Student Center Committee. If
you’re interested in serving, speak to McBride.

V.

Guest Speaker: Jim Hall
a. Jim Hall presented to Forum what Computing Services as UMM has been
working on and what his vision is for the future.
b. By the end of the year, the University will be retiring the CougarMail
system. Gmail was an easy choice because it combines email and calendar
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functions. Financially, the decision is the best choice because Google has
made Gmail free to Universities.
c. 5-year IT Plan: Hall distributed a handout
i. Hall said the department will be asked to do another audit-related
update in April, with more being closed in the summer.
ii. Wireless network upgrading will begin in fiscal year 2012 during
the summer. There are plans to replace most if not all wireless
hardware to make the signal stronger and faster, especially in the
student center, library, and HFA.
iii. Projects based on UMM Student recommendations
1. Monitoring Listserv traffic with a new policy made by
students
2. Textbook exchange
3. ZimRide as a 3rd party site to help us get rid of ride emails
4. Message boards for announcements and student
organization events
iv. Virtual PCs reduce the number of physical boxes in the labs. On
the management side, it means more easily deploying software to
those systems, making software exclusive to only those who need
to use it.
v. Centralizing servers to the TC Campus to play off their better,
larger infrastructure.
d. Right now, every computer system across campus is managed by the
person running it or the lab manager. It’s an OK way to do systems, but
it’s difficult. We don’t have a central file server. The effort to roll out a
central active directory will begin soon.
e. Hall emphasized that not all programs are planned with Tech Fee money
in mind. Hall would like to use resources from the Twin Cities campus as
much as possible to keep our costs down and prevent overuse of student
fees.
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VI.

February 28, 2011
For Action: Endorsement of Steering Committee Student nominees (5
minutes)
a. McBride motioned to endorse a slate of candidates for nomination to the
Steering Committee; second by Donovan.
i. Candidates include Wente, Forde, Van Cleve, and Peters.
b. Motion carried.

VII.

For Action: Election Bylaws Amendment
a. McBride motioned to approve the Bylaws Amendment; second by
Donovan.
i. Discussion followed. Representatives discussed the problems in a
run-off election with such a historically small voter turnout and the
implications of a run-off vote on the UMM Campus.
Representatives also discussed the time constraints during the
elections, as well as what kind of voting is in the students’ best
interests.
ii. Stempe motioned to Call the Question; second by Privratsky.
iii. Motion passed.
b. McBride called for a Roll Call Vote.
c. Motion carried with 16 ayes and 5 nays.

VIII. For Action: MPIRG Co-Sponsorship Resolution
a. McBride motioned to approve the resolution for Co-Sponsorship; second
by Peters.
i. Felts said that, because MPIRG Co-sponsors the Forum, it’s
expected that they send some representatives to attend. UMM is
sending 8 people and the Co-Sponsorship is to help with costs
associated with vehicle rental and gas money. They have
unfortunately run out of AFRC funds because they had to pay for
vehicle damage due to a deer earlier this year.
ii. Representatives discussed this event within the idea of Cosponsorship and how this event may or may not bring back
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tangible results for the entire campus. The financial aspects for
both MCSA and MPIRG were discussed extensively.
Representatives also discussed the event’s impact on campus as a
whole.
iii. Representatives also brought up flaws in the Co-Sponsorship
Guidelines based on this request.
iv. Stemper motioned to Call the Question; second by McBride.
v. Motion passed with some abstentions.
b. Motion failed; the Co-Sponsorship was not approved.
IX.

For Information: Electronic Ballots Presented by Election Commissioner
Mark Privratsky
a. Elections will almost certainly be online this year. Election Commission
will be doing simulations to work out flaws in the system before elections.
We will table with laptops to encourage students to vote.
b. Anyone running for president or vice president cannot be on election
commission; please let Mark know by the end of the week if you are
running so that replacements can be found.

X.

Organization Reports
a. Just announced that CNIA has amended their constitution and approved it.
It will be coming to Student Services committee for approval soon.

XI.

Old Business
a. None

XII.

New Business
a. Representative Young requested a name placard.

XIII. Adjourn
a. McBride motioned to adjourn the meeting; second by Wente.
b. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:23pm.
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